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From the Parish Church of St Mary & St Cuthbert, Chester-le-Street, Co Durham

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing
a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making
a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:18-19

Image - Paul Judson

Dates for your Diary - JULY/AUGUST 2022
Day

Time

Event/Place

Various times

Prayer for our Parish - The Way Forward - Parish Centre
in Chad - see Matt's letter page 3

10.00 am
11.00 am -12 noon
1.00 pm - 3.00 pm

Parish Sunday for all (No services at North or South)
Prayer time in Chad - Parish Centre
Parish North Drop In - Holyoakes, South Pelaw

JULY
Fri 1st July 17th
Sun 3rd
Wed 6th
Thur 7th

6.00 pm

Baptism Preparation Evening - Parish Centre

Sun 10th

10.00 am

Services in Parish Church, North and South

4.00 pm

Messy Church - Waldridge Millenium Green

Mon 11th

2.00 pm

Mothers' Union - Parish Centre

Thur 14th

7.30 pm

PCC meeting - Parish Centre

Sun 17th

10.00 am

Services in Parish Church, North and South

Sun 24th
Sun 31st

2.00 pm & 3.30 pm
10.00 am
10.00 am

Baptisms in Church
Services in Parish Church, North and South
Services in Parish Church, North and South

AUGUST
Mon 1st - Wed
3rd
Wed 3rd
Thur 4th
Sun 7th
Sun 14th
Mon 15th
Sun 21st

10.00 am - 2.00 pm Holiday Club - see page 9 for more details

Sun 28th

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
6.00 pm
10.00 am
10.00 am
9.15 am
10.00 am
2.00 pm & 3.30 pm
10.00 am

Parish North Drop In - Holyoakes, South Pelaw
Baptism Preparation Evening - Parish Centre
Parish Sunday for all (No services at North or South)
Services in Parish Church, North and South
Standing Committee - Parish Centre
Services in Parish Church, North and South
Baptisms in Church
Services in Parish Church, North and South

Advance notice
Sat 3rd Sept

10.00 am-4.00 pm

PCC Day away - All Saints Church Lobley Hill

Pastoral Visits
If anyone inside or outside the church requires a pastoral visit please contact Jan in the Parish office so that she
can feed requests forward to the Pastoral Ministry team.
The Pastoral Ministry Team respectfully ask that if you are requesting a visit for someone other than yourself that
you have their permission to make a request on their behalf.
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Rector’s Letter
Dear Friends,
As I write, on a beautifully warm and sunny day, we are just a few days away from the official start of
summer. The blackcurrants, raspberries and strawberries are all beginning to ripen in the Rectory garden
and there is a sense of growth and anticipation for the long, warm days ahead. The British weather is
never predictable, but I am hoping for a good summer this year!
Last month, I outlined the process by which we will be discerning the future of Chester le Street parish.
By the end of June, I will have explained the process in more detail to all congregations. If you have
missed this explanation at the service you attend, and you have access to the online service, please
watch my Central 10.00 am sermon from 19th June.
As I mentioned last month, this is both a prayerful and inclusive process. Chad Room in the Parish
Centre will be transformed into a prayer room, and everyone is invited to write their prayers and hopes
for the future.
Chad will be used as a prayer room between the Sunday 26th June and Sunday 17th July.
The prayer room will be open:
Monday to Friday - 8.00 am - 2.00 pm
Saturday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
Sunday 11.00 am - 12 noon
Monday to Friday - 9.15 am - 9.45 am there will also be an opportunity to gather daily to pray with others
in Chad.
Please do make the most of this opportunity as your prayers and comments will directly impact the future
of our life together.
As many people will be going on holiday over the next month or so, the reason the room is open for
3 weeks is to allow as many people as possible to access it. If you are unable to access the prayer room
for any reason, please either pick up a paper copy of the response form in church or contact Jan in the
office, and she will ensure you receive either a physical or electronic copy. The only way to ensure that
your voice is heard is to engage with the process, so please do not miss out on the time the prayer room
is open and respond to the questions being asked.
The PCC have an away day scheduled for 3rd September to begin looking at the responses and
discerning the next steps, so please pray for those on the PCC that they may be guided by the Holy
Spirit. If you are on the PCC and haven’t yet received further information about the away day, please
look out for details coming very soon.
As this edition of Outreach is for July and August, however you spend the next two months – either
staying locally or travelling further afield – I hope you have a wonderful time and enjoy the summer.
Yours in Christ,
Matt

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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PARISH BBQ 2022
It was great to be able to hold our annual Parish BBQ hosted
by our very own Parish South congregation, after being
unable to since 2019. This has always been intended to be
an outreach event and an opportunity for our church family to
celebrate our togetherness across our parish and to invite
friends and family who have not yet encountered our Lord
Jesus.
We welcomed over 81 people to the BBQ on Saturday
evening (18th June) at the Waldridge Village Hall, some
people we knew from the parish, others we did not know – it
was fabulous to watch people interacting with friends old and
new.
The atmosphere was so friendly and relaxed.
There were games for the children and some adults joined
in too – we hope you enjoy some of the photographs which
were taken.
Thank you to all who came along to support the evening, to
Malcolm Austin and Malcolm Rowland who were our chief
BBQers for the evening and Sarah Hindle and Parish South
Pilot Group for organizing this special evening. Also, to our

young people who helped setting up and clearing
away and organizing games for the little ones.
We pray that through this evening God will touch
people’s hearts and lives and feel they belong.
Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink. I was a stranger and you invited
me in.”
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Quiet Corner
There I was sitting in my quiet corner thinking, possibly like you, it's all over till the end of the year, Remembrance
Sunday and the season of Advent. What I mean is, Pentecost and Trinity Sundays have come and gone, the last
two great “feast” days in the Christian Church calendar. Even the celebration of St. Peter and St. Paul at the end
of June becoming a distant memory. So nothing really on the horizon, except “minor Saints and notable people to
celebrate. Well, that's not actually true, as we do celebrate 2 of the Disciples, Thomas on 3rd July and James on
25th July. When I say “minor” people, they are people who we might call “big hitters” in modern parlance, that
passes for English Language these days. They encompass people such as Thomas More, John Keble, St.
Swithun, Gregory (Bishop of Nyssa), Mary Magdalene and Wilberforce, St. Michael and not forgetting St. Andrew.
Very notable figures in their own right, I think you would agree.
My musings then went to the Rector's Letter in the June Outreach, on the theme of prayer to develop a new vision
for the Parish. Perhaps some or all those mentioned above could be celebrated, or at least have a higher profile(if
they had any profile in the past), in our weekly worship. Celebrating notable dates in the ordinary calendar, such
as World Oceans Day and many others that I'm sure you could add instantly. However, would any or all of this
develop a new Parish vision, beyond the walls of the Church building itself and into our communities, to those who
don't presently have much, if any of a Christian faith? Somehow I doubt it would have little, if any effect at all.
I think there has to be a very radical change, if we are to fulfil Christ's command to take the Gospel to “those who
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death” as the Book of Common Prayer states.
We are a very “rich” Church in many ways and I don't just mean financially. On the question of finances however,
we could look to having a very “healthy” NIL balance at the end of each financial year, having spent all on others
and not on ourselves. Now there's a “radical” thought if there ever was one. However, I think Jesus would ask us
to go way beyond even that. Where you may ask; perhaps to “celebrating” and reaching out to those who might
be seen as of little or no consequence in society. Not just the poor, vulnerable and homeless, but to any who feel
they have no self-worth whatsoever. Luke records Jesus as saying in chapter 7, verse 28 of his Gospel: “No one
ever born on this earth is greater than John (the Baptist). But whoever is least important in God's Kingdom is
greater than John”.
Perhaps this could be, not just the starting point of developing not our new vision for the Parish , but the
setting of God's agenda/vision.

John Hopper
Lay Reader

Our Yellow Box
The defribilator has now been installed on the outside of the Parish
Centre building. This enables it to be used by members of the
public as well as our church and Parish Centre.
It has been registered with the Ambulance and Police Authorities
and a 999 phone call will enable you to get the code to open the
box and access the defibrilator.
There is full instructions for use on the defibrilator itself.
We hope to organise CPR training in the near future
which again will help save lives.
Other defibrilators in the town include those sited at Chester-le-Street Cricket Club
Masonic Hall
Holyoakes at South Pelaw.
If anyone knows of any others please let the Parish Office or
myself know so we can make a comprehensive list which we can
put into Outreach so we can all know where these life saving
devices can be found.

Norma Hedley
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk
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MOTHERS' UNION
Peter Luckman joined us for the first meeting this month and based his talk on Mark 5:22-34. A
woman with long term bleeding issue sought to merely touch Jesus’ garment for healing. She was an
outcast, desperate, needing healing, found her life instantly transformed by merely touching Jesus’
clothing. Her FAITH> JESUS’ POWER> CHANGED LIFE. A person who does not know Jesus as Saviour is like
her, a lost person, spending a lifetime looking for meaning but by coming in faith to Jesus life is transformed,
experience forgiveness, welcomed into the family of God, thus gaining much more than ever could be imagined.
Even though Jesus’ was delayed responding to Jairius’ request for healing for his sick child, this woman’s needs
were greater at that time and later Jesus went on to heal the girl. God has time for each one of us when we come
in faith which is a comfort to know when we think our prayers are not being answered.
On June 14 a number of our members attended the Festival Service in Durham Cathedral. This was the first time
in 3 years because of previous restrictions imposed by Covid. It was good to join with members from other
branches throughout the Durham Diocese meeting with old friends and new. Rev Norma Clee was installed as
the new Mothers' Union Chaplain and led the service. Sue Begg was commissioned as a MU vicepresident along
with other MU members from the Dioscese holding positions in the Durham Diocese Mothers' Union.
On 27th June we will be attending the Deanery Quiet Day at St Michael and All Angels in Houghton-le-Spring.
Future meetings:
July 11th - Parish Centre - Summer of Hope Campaign Awareness
September 12th - First meeting after summer break
September 19th - MU Trip to Ushaw College (See Notice Sheet for details - If anyone would like to book a place
please contact Michelle on 07900 354045)

Norma Hedley
MU Member

Volunteering
We are always looking for people to share their gifts and talents. Offering your time and serving God is a way to
build connections with the community, and has so many benefits for the individual as well as for the group or
person you are supporting.
Some of the personal benefits to volunteering may not be so obvious when you first think about offering your skills
to serve.
Personally I found my place in church through volunteering and it has led me on a path I could never have
envisaged, I gained confidence and felt able to have a real sense of purpose though the opportunities volunteering
created. I was making a difference in my community and it had a positive impact on those around me as well as
on my self-esteem. By building up bigger bonds with people I felt part of a community/family like I‘d never
experienced before. I was learning new skills and although at first, some of it was challenging I can honestly say
volunteering has had a dramatic influence on my life path and figuring out where God wanted me to be. I hope
that you can see some opportunities where you can serve and are able to offer your gifts and skills here in this
parish.
I would encourage everyone to pray about where God would like you to be involved, where and how can you
serve God through the mission of the church.
Opportunities could include, children’s work, holiday clubs, chaplaincy in the Parish Centre, groups in schools,
working in the café, making meals, baking or helping on coffee mornings, fundraising events, serving in church,
readers or intercessors, making the refreshments on a Sunday, church welcomes, audio or live streaming, worship
bands or music,
There really are so many different opportunities to be involved in the many various parts of church life, if you think
any of these may be something God is leading you towards please speak to a member of the staff team or a
church warden.

Sue White

See Page 9 for more information on Volunteering and Safeguarding
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Noticeboard
The deadline for the September Edition of OUTREACH is
Tuesday 16th August 2022

Parish Values
* Reaching out with God’s love
* Serving the People of Chester-le-Street
* Doing everything for Jesus

Parish Centre Café
The Parish Centre Cafe continues to be a place to
catch up with friends old and new and is an
important part of our Parish life.
Please continue to support this important ministry
and if you haven’t already called in, please do to
sample the amazing cakes, scones and fresh home
cooked lunches which are on offer. Many thanks to
all our volunteers who continue to support us.
The coffee lounge is open Monday to Friday
10.00 am – 1.00 pm.
We look forward to seeing you.
(If you would like to help and be a volunteer - please
get in touch with Jan in the Parish Office or Sharon in
the Kitchen - We need people to cover for illness and
holidays.)

For more notices and other
information
please see page 9

Cuthbert’s
Kids Toddler
Group
Weekly in term time
with Sue & Helpers.
Thursdays

Paul’s riddle of the month
I stretch further than thou can see.
Brighter white, divideth me.
I am still, yet carrieth thee.
What am I?

Last month’s answer - Dandelion

1.00 pm - 2.30 pm
£1:50 per child per session, siblings 50p extra
These are great opportunities for children to learn
through play while parents and carers can meet new
people and get support from others.
Each play session will include free play, crafts, music,
bible stories & song time,
Snacks and juice are included
No need to book but if you have any questions
message or call Sue 07717 823915
We have a small dedicated team who are DBS
checked and received diocese safeguarding training.

10 July
Waldridge Millenium
Green
4.00-6.00 pm
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

VOLUNTEERS
Can you help out in the kitchen and coffee lounge?
Cover is urgently needed to fill in for those on holiday
in the next few months.

Outreach JULY/AUGUST 2022
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The Parish Register
Baptisms

Funerals

June 19

June

Lewis David Greenwell

8

Joan Rose (84)

22

Joyce Pauline (Joy) Johnson (92)

Theo Henderson
Everley Violet Hutchinson
Ava Rose Robson
Charlotte Ava Walker

Weddings

Joshua Walker

May 27
Caroline Symm & Michael Toon

June 3

Thanksgiving

Victoria Robinson & David Wilson
Emma Clayton & Ian Algeo

June 19
Alfie Craggs
Willow Grace Craggs

June 17
Nikita Foster & Brett Graham

No Church Coffee mornings have
been planned yet. Please see
Notice sheet for further details.

Coffee Mornings
Saturdays, 10.00 am - 1.00 pm
in the Parish Centre
July

August

2

No Coffee Morning

6

9

No Coffee Morning

13

Townswomen’s Guild

16

Townswomen’s Guild

20

No Coffee Morning

23

No Coffee Morning

27

No Coffee Morning

30

No Coffee Monring

No Coffee Morning

Please note: Charities are now
able to book Saturday mornings.
To book please get in touch with
Jan in the Parish Office.

Flowers:
In memory of:

Donations for flowers to be sent to the Parish Office
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HOLIDAY CLUB
Following an exciting Holiday Club last year and a
couple of follow on events we are planning another
club this year.
We are looking for volunteers to be involved with the
Holiday Club. If you would like to be involved in
creating activities, music, drama, puppets, meal
planning and cooking/pack lunch making and loads
more we’d love to have you on the team.
Please do pray for the team and all the planning,
The Holiday Club will be on
Monday 1st - 3rd Wednesday August
10.00 am - 2.00 pm daily
In addition to the Holiday Club held in the Parish
Centre we will be inviting the young people to join in
with the ReNew Holidays again this year.
We will being going to Scoughall North Berwick again
this year.
ReNew1

8-12yrs - August 15 - 18

SAFEGUARDING
We had a very successful safeguarding training
session last week in the Parish Centre.
I would encourage anyone who thinks they may still
require safeguarding training relating to their role/s in
the Parish to speak to myself or one of our
safeguarding team.
I am happy to run Basic Training and Foundation
training in person at the Parish Centre Bi-Annually for
those needing to update their training.
Safeguarding is required to be updated every 3 years.
Anyone can attend the Basic Foundation Course as it
is all useful information for anyone who regularly
works or volunteers with the public.
Your Parish Safeguarding Team are Parish Safeguarding Officer – Susan White
07717823915
Parish Central – Elaine Rayner

ReNew 2 12-16yrs - August 21 - 24

Parish North – Anne Wilson

ReNew Family Camp All Ages - August 26 - 29

Parish South – Sarah Hindle

Sue White

ReNew Plus 16-22yrs - 30 August - 2 September
For further details or to book up please contact
Sue White
Susan-rae3005@hotmail.com 07717823915

Volunteers Needed

or www.renewne.org.uk/summer-holidays

Parish North
Parish North welcomed Paul Judson to our service at
the school on 19th June - Thank you Paul for leading,
preaching and administering communion for us.

We are looking for volunteers to help with our Sunday
Central 10.00 am Children’s groups. If you feel you
could help please contact Sue White (07717 823915).
We are also looking for volunteers to join the Central
Worship Team, either singing or playing an instrument. If you feel this is something you would like to
explore contract Rev. Matt.

We were also joined by some very distinguished
guests.

PAINTING & DECORATING
Internal & External Decorating
Guttering Cleaned
Power Wash Cleaning -

Driveways, Patios, Etc.

129 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street,
Co. Durham, DH3 3SB

Tel: (0191)388 5753
Mobile: 0778 0692241

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Outreach JULY/AUGUST 2022

9

0191 387 1404
151 Front Street, Chester le Street
Also at 210 Durham Road,
Gateshead (opp. Springfield Hotel)
0191 477 2398 / www.aytonandranson.net

Laura Pratt (M.Ch.S)
CHIROPODY/ PODIATRIST
FRIENDLY PRACTICE
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 yrs
GROUND FLOOR SURGERY
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
HPS Registered
Covers all aspects of footcare:
Hard skin removal & Corns
Nail care
Verrucae treatment
Biomechanical assessments

M. FORRESTER
LANDSCAPES

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST
Trained at Houghall College
Professional Reliable Service

From fencing to flowers,
paving to plants,
your complete garden service

Opening hours
Monday & Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday 9 am - 2 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
Saturday 9 am - 1 pm

11 CLARENCE TERRACE
CHESTER-LE-STREET
DH3 3DG
(0191) 388 3196
10 Outreach JULY/AUGUST 2022

Ring Between
8am - 9pm Any Day
Call Michael on
0191 3873993
Or

07947 188124
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

* Are you interested in reading the classics?
* Would you like to look at great paintings in a
new way?
So far we have looked at Charles Dickens and Jane Austen
amongst others. Also the Dutch Golden Age and French
Impressionists.
Thursdays - 10.00 am to 12 noon - Small friendly group.

In September 2022 we will be looking at
Daphne du Maurier
In January 2023 British painters await!
For more details contact Sue on 0191 371 8533

Great Expectations
Personal Tuition from a teacher of 40 years'
experience and current GCSE and A Level examiner.
Offering English Language, Literature, History, Religious
Studies Drama and Art.
All levels covered - Key Stage 2, 11+, GCSE, A Level and
Dissertation.
Also Help with Personal Statements, Job applications
and Public Speaking
Phone Sue on 0191 371 8533 for details.

J. M. & E.
OVINGTON & SON
Funeral Directors
‘Our caring, reliable and sympathetic staff
will offer the highest standards of care,
help and support to you at all times’

‘Put your trust in us’
Prepayment Plans available.
Written details available on request.

28 Ravensworth Road
Birtley
Co Durham
DH3 1EJ

www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

Telephone
0191 410 3863 (24 hrs)
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outreach
Average monthly circulation in
2020 was 320 copies.
Contributions to the Parish Office
or by e-mail to:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

September 2022 Edition Deadline
Tuesday 16th August 2022

Editor:

Who’s Who?
Staff team:
Rector
Rev Matt Strand (389 3516)
(07507 647847)
Church Secretary:
Jan Rowland
Parish Centre Office (388 3295)
Youth & Children’s Co-ordinator
Susan White (0771 7823915)

Organist:
Stephen Smith
Pastoral Assistants
Sharon Dodds
Paul Vincent
Verging Team:
Tom Appleby, Edna Sanderson.
Alexander Armstrong, Terry Culkin

Safeguarding Team Leader
Susan White (0771 7823915)

Readers:
John Hopper
Dennis Rudd (410 0820)
Audrey Telford

Treasurer:
Malcolm Austin

Parish Centre Kitchen Manager:
Sharon Phillips (01325 467 806)

We reserve the right to shorten articles
and cannot guarantee publication of
everything sent to us.

Churchwardens:
Sue Begg
Dorothy Hall

Dave Mallams
Elaine Rayner

Reg. Charity No: 1130847

Weekly Worship
in the Parish of St Mary and St Cuthbert

Parish Centre Office:
Church Chare
Chester-le-Street
Co Durham
DH3 3QB
Tel: 0191 388 3295
Monday - Friday 9.00 am - 1.00 pm

E- mail:
jrowland@clsparish1.plus.com

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Communion* in the Parish Church
10.00 am Area Services with Sunday School:
• Parish Central (Parish Church)
• Parish North (CE Primary School, South Pelaw)
• Parish South (Hermitage School)
6.00 pm

Evensong in the Parish Church

Website:
www.maryandcuthbert.org.uk

FIRST SUNDAY IN EACH MONTH
8.00 am and 6.00 pm as above
10.00 am

Church Opening Hours
The church building is open for:
Services on a Thursday morning
and Sundays.
Also Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings 10.00 am 1.00 pm (unless there are funerals)
when stewards are available to
'man' the church.

Family All Age Communion Service
in the Parish Church - No Area Morning Services

WEEKDAYS
Thursday

10.45 am Holy Communion*

*Book of Common Prayer

Staff Days Off
Please note that Matt’s day off is a Friday.

Printed by St Mary and St Cuthbert’s Parish Office

